There are some joint affections which have only been recognised and thoroughly described of late years?at any rate, in English works on surgery; and we propose in this paper briefly to refer to some of them.
That the joints are affected in locomotor ataxia is of course well known, but the characters of this joint lesion are not perhaps so well recognised, especially as it often occurs before any inco-ordination of movement is present in the limbs. It usually begins with great swelling, not only of the joint, but of the whole limb ; and then as the swelling around the joint subsides, we find the joint distended with synovial effusion. But Clinically, we find movement in the joint painless, and Konig says he has sometimes felt a fibroid mass resembling a tumour at the lateral reflexion of the synovial membrane. This fibroid mass sounds more like a syphilitic joint than a tubercular one, and we propose now to consider such lesions.
English text-books on surgery say very little about syphilitic joint diseases, and it is impossible to get from them sufficient information on the subject. Mr. J. Hutchinson* jun., has, however, recently brought present knowledge on the subject to a focus in an admirable lecture at the College of Surgeons.* Of the synovitis with effusion occurring in the secondary stage we need not write much, as that is the most commonly recognised and described affection. Of the later manifestation the "syphilitic pseudo white swelling," described by Richet, is the commonest form. 
